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signatories of the Treaty of London, and pushed aside not only the
Danish nationalists hut the Germanic Diet and their candidate.
Policy of What was the policy of Great Britain in this serious European
Great crisis ? Russell was anxious to impose mediation upon the com-
Bntam batants and, m the event of the refusal of the German Powers, to
send an English squadron to the Baltic, and ask Napoleon to send a
French army to the Rhine. Palmerston disliked the idea of a French
army on the Rhine, and some of his younger colleagues, notably
Lord Granville. were more conscious than the veterans of the Cabinet
of the new forces which were already at work in Germany, and were
soon to transform it. The Queen, too, was unwilling to discourage
that rising German sentiment which had quickened the public
imagination of her husband.1 The English people, on the contrary,
stimulated no doubt to sympathy with the Danes by the recent
arrival in their midst of the " Sea-King's daughter from over the
sea," the young bride of the Prince of Wales, regarded the German
Powers as treaty-breakers and bullies. The fighting in the Duchies
did not last long. The Danes, hopelessly outnumbered, were thrust
out of them ; the Powers were induced (April 25th) to enter into a
conference in London, and on May 12th the belligerents agreed to an
armistice. The conference sat until June 25th? but it accomplished
nothing. " The victorious Germans were exacting, the desperate
Danes were obstinate."2 Accordingly, the armistice lapsed;
fighting was resumed at the end of June, but in July the Danes
sued for peace ; the preliminaries were signed on August 1st, and the
terms were embodied in the Treaty of Vienna (Oct. 30th), The King
of Denmark handed over the three Duchies to Austria and Prussia.
Half Bismarck's task was accomplished; but not the harder half.
The Danes were pushed aside; the Germanic Diet and Austria
remained. The Diet still pressed the claims of " Frederick the
Eighth " (the Duke of Augustenburg); Austria w^s virtually com-
pelled to espouse them, and Bismarck agreed to recognize them on
terms which would have made Frederick a vassal of Prussia.
Frederick of Augustenburg refused to accept the Duchies on these
terms, and Austria and Prussia were on the verge of war. Bismarck,
however, was not quite ready, and at Gastein (Aug. 20th, 1865) he
"papered over the cracks". Lauenburg was sold to Prussia;
Holstein remained in the occupation of Austria; Schleswig in that
of Prussia. The cracks soon reappeared ; Bismarck completed his
preparations; at Biarritz he came to terms with Napoleon (Sept.
1865), and he promised Venetia to Italy (April, 1866). In June
Prussia seceded from the Germanic Confederation; war straightway
broke out between herself and the " Bund," and within six weeks
1 But she was convinced that it was in England's interest that she resisted
u any attempt to involve this country in a mad and useless combat". CJ. tot
Queen's correspondence with Lord Granville, Frtzmaunce, i. 456.
1 Ashley, Palmerstoit, u. 253.